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PRESENT 


Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Matthew Greaves
Barry Probin

John Green



Daniel Guise

Martin Stewart
Maureen Entwistle




Apologies were received from Councillors Daniel Guise, Martin Stewart and Maureen Entwistle

County and City Councillors: Councillor Stephen Thompson 
Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

10 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES


There were no apologies
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
25/26 114 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 16th February and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
All members expressed an interest in item 13 as residents and ratepayers in the Parish.  Councillor Barry Probin expressed an interest in item 5, as a governor of Catforth school.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Headteacher from Catforth Primary School presented the justification for the funding request, which is considered at item 5

Members of the St Annes Church Council presented the justification for the funding request, which is considered at item 6.

A member of the public asked about the current state of progress with the changes to the Hayfield Park play area.  The project is awaiting legal advice from Preston City Council as to how the Parish Council could take responsibility for the play area.

A member of the public asked for a progress report on the replacement of the signs around Woodplumpton.  This will be followed up with Preston City Council.

5 REQUEST FOR SUPPORT CATFORTH VILLAGE SCHOOL

Catforth village school is seeking support for some improvements in the school.  The total requested and split is as follows:

	Forest school
	£381.44

	Playground equipment
	£5,362.60

	Books
	£952.65

	Total -


	£6695.69


Due to the nature of the items requested they would need to be funded with £5,743,04 from CIL and £952.65 from the current budget.

25/26 115 The Council Approved a Donation of £6,695.69 to Catforth Primary School funded between CIL and current budget as set out above.

The Council considered whether an additional donation of £3,000 should be made to the school for the purchase of 10 iPads, which the PTA is raising money for this year.  As these are equipment, they can be regarded as social infrastructure to be paid for from CIL.

25/26 116 The Council Approved a Donation of £3,000 to the Friends of Catforth School to fund the purchase of 10 iPads
6 REQUEST FOR A DONATION FROM ST ANNES CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON
A set of 32 windows in St Annes Church Woodplumpton are in a poor state of repair and will require replacement.  Representatives of the Church came to discuss the process for delivering this work.

The process steps are as follows:

	1
	Engage an architect to develop the options to replace the windows.  The cost of this step is not yet known.
	WPC Funding would be requested for the cost of this work.

	2
	Seek permission from the diocese to proceed with a chosen option.
	No funding for this step

	3
	Obtain Cost estimates for delivery of the chosen option
	At this point the cost of the overall project will become clear.

	4
	Obtain a commitment to provide match funding to allow the church to apply for grants.
	WPC would be requested to provide a match funding commitment.

	5
	Receive responses to grant applications and put together the funding package for the project.
	WPC would be requested to pay committed match funding and may be approached to cover a shortfall.


The council were of the view that it is too early to make an approach for a donation as the associated costs are not yet clear, therefore the provision of a donation was not considered at this meeting.  The Council invited the representatives of the church to return to a future meeting to seek funding for step 1, once the cost of this step has been determined.
Steps beyond step 1, would be considered once the necessary information is available.

7 SPIDs IN CATFORTH
4 locations have been confirmed and all necessary permissions from landowners have been obtained.
8 CANAL BRIDGE 31
Canal Bridge 31 continues to suffer with use by larger vehicles and has incurred minor damage on 2 occasions since the major repairs were completed.
9 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 February 2026 to 28 February 2026.
25/26 117 The Chairman verified the financial accounts and bank statements and signed copies.
The End of February Balances were:

Current Account    £48,808.55
CCLA Account      £400,000.00
10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 16th February 2026
25/26 118 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the February meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	March payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Bank Service Charge February
	Unity Trust Bank
	£7.50

	Ref 149

	Lengthsman Weeks 45-48
	Lengthsman
	1520.00
	Ref 150

	Community Garden Materials
	Lengthsman
	26.48
	Ref 151

	Corporate Card Monthly Charge February
	Unity Trust
	£3.00
	Ref 152

	Plants for Planters
	Bannister Hall
	£878.00
	Ref 153

	Viking Order inc Stamps 
	Viking
	£547.69
	Ref 154

	SLCC CILCA Training
	SLCC
	£50.00
	Ref 155

	Newsletter Delivery
	Lancashire Leaflets
	£224.40
	Ref 156

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

25/26 119 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk March 2026
	£68.11
	DD
	Ref 157

	Clerk Salary March 2026
	£836.82
	BACs
	Ref 158

	HMRC PAYE March 2026
	£617.19
	BACs
	Ref 159

	Employer National Insurance March 2026
	£161.39
	BACs
	Ref 160

	Parish Rooms Rental March 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 161

	Catforth Village School
	£6,695.69
	BACs
	Ref 162

	Friends of Catforth School 
	£3,000.00
	BACs
	Ref 163

	Information Commissioners Registration
	£52.00
	BACs
	Ref 164

	Corporate Card Monthly Service Charge March
	£3.00
	DD
	Ref 165

	Bank Service Charge March
	£9.40
	DD
	Ref 166

	Newsletter Printing Spring
	£250.00
	BACs
	Ref 167

	Lengthsman Weeks 49-52
	£1520.00
	BACs
	Ref 168

	Lengthsman Materials March
	£72.39
	BACs
	Ref 169

	Community Garden March
	£370.95
	BACs
	Ref 170


12 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
25/26 120 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for February 2026. 
13 LENGTHSMAN HOURLY RATE
25/26 121 Members agreed to increase the Lengthsman’s hourly rate to £22.00 per hour from April 2026.
14 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 4 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for around a year) – Councillor Thompson has been in touch with Chris Hayward, who is fully aware of the request and will respond once the PCC position is clear.
The Clerk is concerned that there will be little progress on the Linear Park until after the local government reorganization, which will provide clarity about which group is responsible for the park.  WPC should therefore not rely on the Linear Park as a place to invest any of our current CIL money.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Councillor Green has written to Preston City Council Legal, to ask how the Parish Council can take control of the Play Area.  A response is still awaited.
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on.

Currently only The Orchard Play Area and the Canal Towpaths are making any progress indicating that they may be delivered in the next couple of years.

The Canal and River Trust has recently completed towpath improvements in the northern part of the canal from Stainton to Holme Village.  Works on this 4 mile stretch (6.5km) of towpath cost £1.1M and were funded principally by Furnace and Westmorland Council.

The Canal and River Trust have indicated that for the same self bind surface the cost of the 4.5km stretch through Woodplumpton Parish would be £661,000 (Indicative Cost).  This does align with the cost of the project in the northern part of the canal.

Noting the size of this cost we are looking at whether a shorter stretch would make sense, say running between 2 bridges which would reduce the cost.
The Council is asked to consider whether the project with a cost of circa £500,000 should continue to be considered for delivery or whether a smaller option should be considered or the idea is not viable.
25/26 122 The council resolved that they wished to continue with the development of a project to improve the full length of canal towpaths involving a project with a cost in excess of £500,000.
CIL spending for 2025/6 to date is £74,471 compared to income this year of £77,900, therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

The Clerk was actioned to develop a listing of future projects vs the cash available, so that we understand what can be delivered with our current funds and what can be achieved when additional funds come in.
Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
Installation of the posts has been chased up, it appears that LCC Highways lost the schedule, hopefully installation will be completed shortly.

SPIDs on Catforth Road

Locations have been agreed for SPIDs along Catforth Road.  A consultation with affected residents has been completed.  The council agreed to undertake works to remove a short section of hedge and replace with fencing to allow the installation of the SPID.  This works involves a cost of £784.00, which was approved by the Councillors in accordance with the Financial regulations.

Once this work has been completed, instructions will be issued to LCC Highways to install the posts for the SPIDs

Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
No bus stops have yet been installed – The Bus stops team have responded that this will be completed shortly.

Grit Bin suggestion from a resident
Councillor Green will assess the proposed locations.
Eaves Project

Councillors noted that LCC Highways have completed the work on the Junction between Eaves Lane and Brierley Lane so the planter may be put into place.
Community Garden Additional Scope

The Clerk met with the contractors on the Community Garden in late February and looked at the work that they are doing. They are replacing all of the edges of the paths where it runs up to the lawn with copings.  The other sides of the paths where it meets the flower beds are not in as bad a state but are starting to break up.  A quote was requested for this additional scope.  The contractor measured the other sides of the paths and they have come out 1m longer than the side they have been asked to replace.  The additional cost of replacing this second side would be £4,310.

25/26 123 The council resolved to undertake the additional scope to replace the coping on the second side of the Community Garden paths at a cost of £4,310.00

15 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION

No issues raised.
16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 27th April 2026 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END

WOODPLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
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THE PARISH ROOMS, REAR OF ST ANNE’S CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON ROAD, PRESTON





ON MONDAY 16th March 2026 at 7.00pm
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Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

